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Inside this issue: 

IMPORTANT: 

• TIME CHANGE! 

Set your clocks 

back one hour 

this Saturday 

before going to 

bed. 

• NO SATURDAY 

EVENING SVC. 

this week due to 

Craft Fair.  

Click Here to View 

Parish Calendar 

November 2, 2017 
All Souls Day 

St. Simon’s on the Sound Episcopal Church • Ft. Walton Beach, FL 

CALENDAR 

M y dear sisters and 

brothers in Christ, 

I write to you today not 

to admonish, but to cele-

brate and to remind. 

On November 12th, we will celebrate 

our RETURN TO THE NAVE! It is 

looking wonderful, brighter and cleaner 

and mold free! We’ve replaced some 

burned out lights as well. This long 

overdue work was much needed and I 

am grateful for it being completed. Join 

us on November 12th at 8 or 10:30 as 

we will honor and celebrate All Saints 

Day on that Sunday. The service will 

include a necrology remembering all our 

saints who have died since last All Saints 

Day.  

As many of you have noted, our time in 

the Parish Hall has gone pretty well. As 

someone who led a church in a gym for 

3 ½ years after Katrina, I had no doubts 

it would work out fine. Many thanks to a 

lot of people who worked very hard 

each week to make it so. But along with 

you, I miss our sacred space and I am 

anxious to return. 

I have observed, however, our attend-

ance on Sunday mornings has dropped 

considerably since we moved into the 

Parish Hall. I hope if you have taken a 

break from worship while the nave re-

pairs were ongoing, you will return now. 

You are missed! 

Last February I preached to you about 

the amazing and completely selfless gift 

from a homeless church to my church 

on the coast of Mississippi after Katrina. 

We were reminded by their generosity of 

God being a God of abundance and not 

scarcity. Unfortunately, our pledge in-

come is falling far short of what we an-

ticipated. Fortunately, our plate dona-

tions are over budget by $24,000, while 

our pledge income is $60,000 below 

budget, for a negative $35,000 in income 

year to date. We are approaching the 

point where budget cuts may have to be 

made. I assure you our budget is pretty 

tight already, any reductions will be 

painful to absorb. And it certainly did 

not help to have to miss a Sunday due to 

Hurricane Nate. 

If you are able to catch up your pledge, 

or give beyond it, I am asking you to 

pray and consider doing so. If you are 

new to us and consider St. Simon’s your 

church home, I pray you will consider 

contributing whatever it is God is calling 

you to give. God asks us to give of our 

first fruits, to give cheerfully, and to give 

so that God’s kingdom work may be 

done to the best of our abilities. Many 

thanks to all who have contributed to St. 

Simon’s in every way you do so. 

It is an honor, joy, and blessing to serve 

as your Rector and never a day goes by 

that I don’t thank God for the oppor-

tunity to be here. Please know my door 

is always open to you.   

   In Christ, 

Fr. David + 

http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/week.php?crd=stsimons-fwb&nolog=1&PHPSESSID=a7518358856817480f5efdfdfa614e94&jsenabled=1&winh=934&winw=1680&inifr=false
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MAY 5, 2018 
Feed the Need - Okaloosa County 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE FALL 2017 FTN NEWSLETTER 

Mission Prep Volunteers Needed 
Deacon Clelia is preparing for a 

mission trip and needs your help! 

40 volunteers are needed to pack 

pills Saturday, December 2 from 

9:30 AM - 1:00 PM (lunch includ-

ed). This activity is a critical piece of 

each mission trip. The team will 

pack individual doses of medica-

tions that will be prescribed by the 

doctors for patients in Haiti. People 

of all ages are welcome to sit togeth-

er and pack as we share stories 

about, and pictures of, our mission 

trips to Bondeau and Martel. 

In addition to pill packing, eight 

roller board suitcases in which to 

pack the packaged pills. These suit-

cases will not be returning to the 

US!  

Please consider taking part 

in this very important 

work. Contact Deacon 

Clelia at (850) 244-8621 to 

let us know if you are able 

to join us. 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

The Kairos Prison Ministry team 

will be going to the Northwest Flor-

ida Reception Center (NWFRC) 

Correctional Institute in Chipley, FL 

for a long weekend November 8-12, 

2017. The purpose of the weekend 

is to share the transforming love 

and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to 

incarcerated men. It is a time of ex-

treme spiritual battle as the team 

goes into a very dark place. It is also 

a time of extreme joy as the men 

witness God change lives perma-

nently and give hope to the lost. 

Ways the church family can get in-

volved: 

1) Volunteer- Male volunteers are 

always needed to go into the prison 

to share the gospel of Christ. If you 

are interested, there is a devotional 

the first Saturday of every month at 

the prison. All you have to do is sit 

around the table and listen. 

2) Prayers are needed for the men as 

they go into the prison and for the 

prisoners that will be attending the 

Kairos weekend. Please sign up on 

the prayer list in the Atrium so your 

name can be part of the prayer 

chain! 

3) Cookies- You can donate cookies 

to the box in the Atrium. They must 

be prepackaged, vacuum-sealed, 

store bought cookies (no raisins). 

These are a huge treat for the broth-

ers in blue! 

4) Posters- You can make posters 

(no tape or stickers) to put up in the 

chapel at the prison. The team 

members gradually hang the posters 

around the room so the residents 

can see how many people are sup-

porting them on the outside! 

5) Love Letters from God- You can 

write letters, notes, or even draw 

pictures for the residents participat-

ing in Kairos. They will be placed in 

the agape bags. The residents are 

often overwhelmed by the love they 

find in the agape bags. They cannot 

believe so many people would take 

the time to write letters of support, 

and you never know what will touch 

their hearts-even the scribbles of a 

child mean the world to the resi-

dents! (There should be about 42 

participants so we need enough for 

each one!) 

6)      Financial Support- You can 

make donations to Kairos that will 

https://feedtheneed.life/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Fall-2017-FtN-Newsletter.pdf


We are in the planning stages for 

our 12th annual weeklong icon 

workshop-retreat to be held at St. 

Simons on the Sound Episcopal 

Church in Fort Walton Beach, Flori-

da, from March 12-March 16, 

2018. If you are interested in icono-

graphy, please prayerfully consider 

attending this "workshop for the 

soul". It is a wonderful spiritual ex-

perience. Master iconographer and 

our dear friend, Teresa Harrison, 

will once again be leading our work-

shop. The class is appropriate for 

beginners as well as for those of us 

who have written icons in the 

past. This year we are offering the 

opportunity to paint one of two 

icons, “The Good Shepherd” and 

“The Virgin of Guadalupe.” She is 

very beautiful with a great deal of 

detail, and both will be excellent to 

write. The cost of the retreat is $450 

which includes instruction, all the 

materials you will need to create 

your icon, and lunch and snacks. We 

will begin each day at 8:30 in the 

Chapel for Holy Eucharist and med-

itation, led by our Spiritual Director, 

Icon Workshop 2018 

Fr. Edward Harrison. For more in-

formation about iconography and 

our instructor, Teresa, please go to 

h e r  w e b s i t e  a t   

www.teresaharrison.com.  If you are 

interested in signing up  for the re-

treat or have any questions, please 

contact Karolina Murphy via email 

at karoinlinamurph@gmail.com  

or by phone 850-496-7723 or  

850-651-4158 to reserve your 

place.   

About the Instructor:  Teresa is a life-

long believer in a loving and gra-

cious God.  She has taken iconogra-

phy workshops with Phillip Zim-

merman beginning in 1992. In 2001 

she began teaching workshops 

which allow her to combine her 

faith and her love of Art (BA in fine 

arts, University of the South, Se-

wanee, TN) and to  fulfill her voca-

tion of spreading the joy of icons 

throughout  the world.  In 2003 a 

workshop with master iconographer 

Ksenia Pokrovsky (1942-2013) was 

a pure gift.  A large commission of 

icons by the hand of Teresa are 

housed at St. Dunstan's Episcopal 

Church in Houston, Texas.  She has 

travelled to Cuba and Mexico as 

well as many states in the USA to 

lead icon retreats.  She accepts pri-

vate commissions.  Presently living 

in Jacksonville, Florida with her hus-

band Edward, a retired Episcopal 

priest, they have two adult children, 

Austin and Sarah. Teresa has trav-

elled extensively in the Anglican 

Communion and is fluent in Span-

ish.  
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go towards the supplies needed for 

the 4-day weekend. You can also 

simply donate $10 to provide a meal 

for one of the residents participating 

in the weekend. 

For more information about the pris-

on ministry or how you can get in-

volved, contact Al Richey at (850) 

217-1183. 

Kairos Prison Ministry (continued) 

Step 1  

Click Here to Register 

Follow the on-screen instructions to 

create a new password.  

Step 2 

Verify Your Email 

Once you have successfully created a 

password, you will be asked to again 

check your email. 

Step 3 

Login 

Using the same email and the new 

password you just created, you may 

now login to your Realm account. 

If you haven’t already, now is the time to register with Realm! This interactive, cloud-based system offers the 

most up-to-date directory and makes it possible for us to communicate and organize with our faith commu-

nity like never before.  

Feel free to contact the office with questions or corrections. 

https://onrealm.org/StSimons/Account/Register
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   Announcements 

The ePistle is published weekly on Thursdays.  

All submissions are due the preceding Tuesday and are 

subject to edit and approval by St. Simon’s staff. 

GIVE TO ST. SIMON’S ONLINE! 

Make singular or recurring donations, including pledge contri-

butions, by clicking or scanning the QR code above. 

(You must have a Realm account to use this feature.) 

28 Miracle Strip Parkway SW 

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 

(850) 244-8621 | www.stsimons-fwb.org 

• Men’s Group Breakfast is planned for December 2. Please join 
us for food and fellowship. See Fr. David for more information. 

• Beckwith Summer 2018 Camp Registration will open De-
cember 1 with discounts for those who register before March 
31. Visit www.beckwithal.com/summer-camp for more infor-
mation. 

• Diocesan Convention Delegates - Early this year the 
vestry changed our by laws to allow the vestry to select Di-
ocesan Convention delegates, which is approved by our 
canons. If you are interested in being considered, please 
speak to a vestry member before our next meeting, Novem-
ber 14th. Convention in 2018 is at St. Andrew's, Destin, 
Feb 22-24. 

• November Dining Out will be on Saturday, November 11 
at 1:00 PM at Cactus Flower in Navarre. Contact Bobbie & 
Brian Finegan at (850) 939-7105 for more information. 

mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
http://www.beckwithal.com/summer-camp

